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SEVENTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – Luke 24:44-53 
 Hymn – 150 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I feel weary.  This is a feeling toward which I am 

not all that receptive.  In looking back, I can see that this feeling 
has been true of me for a long time.  It ebbs and flows in intensity.  
Generally, I ignore feeling weary because having the feeling 
means that I am slacking off in some way, and anything less than 
full effort is unacceptable for people in my family.  However, I find 
myself in a situation where I am no longer able to rid myself of 
the weariness, and even though I am bothered by it, I have begun 
to think about being weary, how I got here, and what I might do 
to take it seriously.  This shift in me, from ignoring feeling weary 
to taking the feeling seriously, is out of character for me—I know 
how to flee from the feeling; I do not know how to consider what 
this feeling tells me about myself, or think about how to use it—
and I can use some help. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 17:1-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 141 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for June 4, 2017 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; 
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter [John 17:1-11] 

 This last Thursday was known as “Ascension of the Lord,” an 
event in the Church Year which highlights and commemorates 
Jesus “ascending” into heaven. Why that was important and what 
it means are the subject of another essay. That Jesus departed is 
helpful to know because it provides a context for this reading. In 
the early church the expectation was that Jesus would return to 
earth quickly. As time went on and this did not take place, thought 
had to be given as to how to address this reality. The section of 
John in which today’s reading is found, is a section known as the 
“farewell discourses” [chapters 15-17]. The “farewell discourses” 
should be looked on as a reassurance offered to the members of 
the early church in the face of the delay in Jesus’ return. Today’s 
text is part of an intimate conversation between a “son” and a 
“father” where the son is asking the father to validate the work the 
son has done, and protect [keep his eye on] what the son has 
accomplished. In this conversation, the claims the early church was 
making about the life of Jesus, that he and God were intimately 
related and Jesus’ words and actions were an accurate reflection of 
God’s words and actions, these claims are expressed and validated 
in an effort to bolster the church’s beliefs and convictions. 

In English, the word “glorify” means “to reveal or make clear the 
essential character of someone, especially how admirable they 
are.” The Greek word means “to reveal and honor the good 
reputation of someone.” In this text, the “Son” is glorified [how 
admirable he is gets revealed] by the fact that he had been given 
the “privilege (of working with) the frailties and passions of human 
nature” [this is the meaning of the Greek translated as “authority 
over all people”], and has finished his work and is now going to the 
“Father.” Think of Jesus as presenting to us the true character of 
God as having affinity for our frailties and passions, and as desiring 
us to explore these, understand them, and appreciate them, as the 
way to have and live a full human life. The world counsels us to 
have a full human life by striving to meet the ideals we inherited 
regarding what a human life is. Jesus shows us a different way—
embracing our humanity and comprehending it. By offering this 

different way, the “Son” glorifies [reveals the true nature of] the 
“Father” as valuing our inhabiting the actual life we have. 

God’s desire is for us to learn to appreciate the life we have in 
the same way as God does, and by doing so to reside in our life and 
discover our contribution to all of life. Think of the church as being 
comprised of those willing to pay attention to and explore their own 
humanity, especially their personal frailties and passions; think of 
those willing to do so as being “given to the Son by the Father.” The 
outcome of working with the frailties and passions of our own 
human life is “eternal life,” the Greek meaning is “perpetual 
vitality”.  

In the life of Jesus, a particular and different way of having a 
human life, of becoming “one,” unified or together, is offered. The 
common understanding of how our life comes together is by our 
working to unify our lives by getting rid of whatever about us does 
not meet the standards or the ideals we inherited and internalized; 
we dismiss whatever gets in the way of what we want, or believe 
we need or should be. Christianity offers a different understanding 
of how our life comes together: throughout the course of our life, 
we are unified by the inclusion of all of the different parts of us into 
a whole that we do not yet know because we have not yet 
experienced it. This unifying would have to be done by a “reality” 
other than us, since we have been socialized to not know certain 
features of the person we are. So, the unifying is accomplished by 
God who supports and values it, and also facilitates it by working 
within us to disclose us to ourselves. In order to participate in this 
way our life is brought together, we would need to “know” [this 
Greek word means “to know absolutely,” and the closest we might 
come to this in English is the word “grok,” which means “to 
understand something intuitively or by empathy,” “to understand 
something so thoroughly that the observer becomes part of the 
observed”] …we would need to know “the only true God,” and 
“Jesus Christ who (God has) sent.” “God,” particularly the aspect of 
God we call Christ, is the reality disclosing the different parts of us 
to be included in the “one” we are becoming. In this context, the 
phrase “to understand something so thoroughly that the observer 
becomes part of the observed” would refer to our desiring the 



unification God offers so deeply that we identify with the disclosing 
itself, and stay as open to it as best we can. God discloses, and we 
are asked to pay attention to the internal conversations which God 
initiates in us, and to learn from them what is true of us. Our 
opening to and participating with this way of becoming “one” is 
how we “glorify” God: it reveals the true and essential character of 
God as the initiator and orchestrator of the fullness of our life. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-25-17, Cycle A., John 17:1-11] 


